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PREFACE 


The League of Women Voters of Crown Point, Gary, Ham- 
mond, Highland, and Munster presents this booklet to the citi- 
zens of Lake County. It is our hope that basic information on the 
structure and operation of our county government will be heipful 
to newcomers and long-time residents alike. 


We wish to express our warm appreciation to the officials and 
department heads of Lake County for their cooperation and 
courtesy in answering our many questions, and to the League's 
County Committee who contributed in one way or another to the 
production of this booklet. Essentially, the research procedure in- 
volved interviews with county officials on specific areas of gov- 


ernment. Our aim was to make the content as factual, accurate, 
and comprehensive as possible. 


The League of Women Voters is a non-partisan organization 
established in 1920. Its purpose is to promote political responsi- 
bility through informed and active participation of citizens in gov- 
ernment. We hope that this booklet, in supplying Lake County 
citizens with information about their local government, will better 
equip them to take an active part in the democratic process. 


January, 1976 


HISTORY OF LAKE COUNTY 


The first settlement in what was to become Lake County was in 
1822 at Baileytown, six years after Indiana became the nation's 
nineteenth state. It was by treaties in 1828 and 1832 that the 
territory now known as Lake County was obtained from the Pot- 
tawatomi Indians. By 1833, a stage line served the area. Follow- 
ing U.S. surveyors in 1834 came squatters who purchased land 
for $1.25 an acre. In 1837, Lake County was officially established 
by the state legislature. Named so for its location on Lake Michi- 
gan, Lake County was carved out of what was then Porter 
County. The need for a new county was supposedly determined 
by a man’s inability to drive his horse and wagon to his county 
seat to pay his taxes and then arrive back home by sunset of the 
same day. 


Crown Point, which had been established in 1834, became the 
county seat. Other Lake County cities grew. Hobart was founded 
in 1849. Hammond was settled in 1868 and chartered in 1883, 
East Chicago in 1883, Whiting in 1903, and Gary in 1906. 
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During the 1800’s settlers cleared land in the south part of the 
county and began farming. The turn of the century brought re- 
fineries and steel mills to the north part of Lake County, creating 
one of the world’s greatest industrial centers and bringing about 
a huge growth in population. 


Lake County today continues to be a dominant force in Indiana. 
With an area of over five hundred square miles, it comprises 
1.4% of Indiana’s territory while its population of nearly 550,000 
is 11% of the state’s. Lake County is the home of two daily and 
almost twenty non-daily newspapers, five radio stations, and a 
television station. It houses fine medical, educational, cultural, 
and recreational facilities. Its network of highways and railroads 
links it with the rest of the nation. Lake County’s industry, farm- 
ing, and cultural diversity make an important contribution to 
American life today. 


Highway Map of Lake County 


GEOGRAPHY OF LAKE COUNTY 


Lake County is bounded on the north by Lake Michigan, on the 
south by the Kankakee River and Jasper and Newton Counties, 
on the east by Porter County, and on the west by Illinois. It’s 
about sixteen miles wide and thirty-eight miles long. 

There are three basic physiographic regions in Lake County: 
the Lake Chicago plain, the Valparaiso moraine, and the Kanka- 
kee basin. The Lake Chicago plain varies in width from nine to 
thirteen miles and adjoins Lake Michigan. It rises to a maximum 
height of one hundred feet in the dune area but more commonly 
averages forty-eight feet above lake level along Ridge Road. 
Through the plain run the Grand Calumet and the Little Calumet 
Rivers. The Valparaiso moraine, fourteen to eighteen miles wide 
and relatively level, runs from the Ridge Road area to the Crown 
Point vicinity. The Kankakee basin with its fertile farm lands 
makes up the southern part of the county. Lake County’s two 
principal small lakes, Cedar Lake and Lake Dalecarlia, are in the 
northern part of the basin. 


There are seven landscape areas in Lake County, each having a 
distinctive pattern of soils. The soil map shows the location of the 
seven areas and the description summarizes simply what the soil 
in each Is used for and what hazards are presented to farming 
and community development. Different soil series in a given land- 
scape area account for the seeming contradictions in hazards. 
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14% of Lake County including Whiting, East 
Chicago, Hammond, and Gary have this soil which 
is used mainly for industry and community develop- 
ment. Hazards include drought, wetness, high water 
table, and ponding. 


6% have this soil, used for housing and industry. 
Munster, Highland, Griffith, Schererville, and the 
southern parts of Hammond and Gary are in this 
area. Hazards are drought, soil blowing, wetness, 
and a seasonal high water table. 


7% have this soil, used for crops like vegetables 
and grains. Hazards include wetness, soil blowing, 
high water table, and ponding. 


4% have this soil, including Hobart. It is used 
mainly for cash grain crops. Hazards are wetness 
and a seasonal high water table. 


26% of the county have this soil which is mainly 
used for cropland and livestock. Wetness, surface 
runoff, erosion, seasonal high water table, and 
ponding are hazards. 


25% have this soil, used for crops such as grains, 
and for livestock. Crown Point is in this area. Haz- 
ards are wetness, surface crusting and puddling, 
erosion, seasonal high water table, and ponding. 


18% have this soil used mainly for large commercial 
farms producing beef, grain, and vegetables. Haz- 
ards include wetness, soil blowing, and flooding 
along the Kankakee River. 


LAKE COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER 


The Lake County Government Center opened in mid-1974. Lo- 
cated in northern Crown Point, it is comprised of three structures 
and is the home of most offices of the government of Lake 
County. 

The Administration Building is at the east end of the complex 
with the Judicial Building adjoining to the immediate west. The 
Sheriff's Police Department and County Jail are in a third build- 
ing at the west end of the center. The main public entrance faces 
east onto Indiana Route 55 at about 95th Street. Public parking is 
readily available. A cafeteria open to the public is located on the 
main floor of the Administration Building. An information desk is 
located on the main floor at the main public entrance. Newcomers 
to the vast structure will find it helpful to go first to the informa- 
tion desk. 

All offices in both the Administration and Judicial Buildings 
can be telephoned at 219-738-2020. The telephone number for the 
Sheriff's Police Department and County Jail Building is 219-738- 
2350. 

The official mailing address for all offices in the Lake County 
Government Center is as follows: 


OFFICIAL’S NAME & OFFICE 
Lake County Government Center 
2293 North Main Street 

Crown Point, Indiana 46307 


THE COUNTY GOVERNMENT OF LAKE COUNTY 


County governments in Indiana are responsible for the admini- 
stration of the affairs of the county. These include law enforce- 
ment in rural areas, maintenance of county roads, operation of 
county institutions, collection of taxes, keeping of records, opera- 
tion of Court systems, conducting of voter registration and elec- 
tions, administration of public welfare programs, and other re- 
lated services. Administrative and judicial duties are carried out 
by both elected and appointed individuals and boards. The Board 
of County Commissioners has both administrative and legislative 
powers while the County Council has legislative powers con- 
cerned primarily with fiscal affairs. 

The Board of County Commissioners is the chief governing 
body in the county, and the County Council is the chief fiscal 
authority. Other elective county administrative offices include As- 
sessor, Auditor, Clerk, Coroner, Recorder, Sheriff, Surveyor, and 
Treasurer. (Judicial offices and their functions are discussed fol- 
lowing this section on administrative and legislative offices.) In 
Lake County, each of these officials, except the Coroner, appoints 
a First Chief Deputy to assist him. Various other administrative 
aides and department heads are appointed also. In the list of 
these aides, a description of duties is supplied if needed or if 
none is found under the corresponding board's or commission's 
functions. Note that the membership of county boards, commis- 
sions, and departments is composed of both appointed and ex 
officio officials. 

Only a brief description of the duties and functions of the var- 
lous elective and appointive offices follows. More complete infor- 
mation can, of course, be obtained from the office concerned. In 
addition, the Indiana State Chamber of Commerce's Here Is Your 
Indiana Government is an excellent source for the citizen wishing 
to Know more about state and local government. 


Compiled July, 1975 


ORGANIZATION CHART NICK KROCHTA, Clerk, 
Lake County Government Lake Circuit and 
Lake County, Indiana Superior Courts 
EDWARD A. LUKAWSKI, 
VOTERS First Chief 
ADMINISTRATIVE: Deputy Clerk 


ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES — ELECTIVE (18) 


Elected 


Co. Council 
(7) 


ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES — APPOINTIVE 


(Boards — Commissions——Depts.) 


Plan Health Dept. of 
Commission Department Pub. Welfare 


Bd. Tax 
Adjustment 


Bd., Voter 
Registration 


Bd.. Mental 
Health Clin. 


Drainage 
Board 
Alcoholic 
Bev. Commis’n 


Adm., County 
Fairgrounds 


Highway 
Dept. 


Sheriff's County Home | 


War Veteran's 
Service 


Merit Board For Aged 


Public Records 
Commission — 


Weights, Parramore 
Measures Hospital 


Juvenile Det. 
Home 


County 
Veterinarian 


Economic 
Opp. Council 


JUDICIAL: 


County 
Courts 


NOTES: 1) 


2) 


3) 


4) 


5) 


JUDICIAL OFFICES —— ELECTIVE (13) 


Judges, Sup. 
ts., Crimi. (4 


Judge, Lake 
Juv. Court 


Prosecutor Clerk, Lake Judge, Lake Judges, Sup. 


Circuit Court Circuit Court Cts. Civil (5) 
JUDICIAL OFFICES — APPOINTIVE 


Public Prble Cause Chief Pr’btn 


Defenders Commissioner Dept. 


The Offices of the Clerk of Lake Circuit Court, Recorder, Sheriff and Coroner are Constitutional offices, created by the 
first Constitution of the State of Indiana. 


The Judge of Lake Circuit Court, the Clerk of Lake Circuit Court and the County Prosecutor, also serve as officials in the 
31st Judicial Circuit of the State of Indiana. 


County Courts were established by the 1975 Indiana General Assembly and replace the Justice of Peace system in Lake 
County and other selected counties in the State, beginning in 1976. 


Four new Criminal Division Courts were added in the reorganization of the Superior Court system of Lake County in 
1974 by state statute. All four are located in the Lake County Government Center. 


The majority of administrative officials and those named with them to serve on the various appointive boards, commis- 
sions and departments are appointed by the Board of County Commissioners. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES AND FUNCTIONS 
OF LAKE COUNTY GOVERNMENT 


MAIN GOVERNING BODIES 


A. BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 


Lake County is governed by three County Commis- 
sioners, each elected by district for a term of four years. 
Terms of the three are staggered. The general function 
of the Board of County Commissioners is the adminis- 
tration of all county business. The Commissioners have 
the power to enact ordinances and to exercise other 
authority vested in them by the legislature. A few of the 
many functions of the County Commissioners follow: 
controlling, maintaining, and supervising county proper- 
ty; road construction and maintenance; establishing vot- 
ing precincts and polling places; recommending to the 
County Council the salaries of all county officials and 
their staffs; and making appointments to boards, com- 
missions, and other county agencies. 


B. COUNTY COUNCIL 


The County Council is the other major governing body 
of county government. The financial powers of the 
county government lie with the County Council which 
serves as a check on the Board of County Commission- 
ers. There are seven County Councilmen from seven 
council districts. The general function of the County 
Council is to appropriate all funds for use by the county 
and all of its offices, thus giving the council fiscal con- 
trol over county officers, boards, and commissions. The 
County Council has the power to adopt a local-option in- 
come tax of 1% maximum. Some of the other functions 
of the County Council include fixing the tax rate for 


county purposes and imposing the tax levy; making ap- 
propriations to be paid out of the county treasury; 
adopting the annual budget which is then subject to the 
County Tax Adjustment Board and the State Board of 
Tax Commissioners; fixing salaries of all county officials 
and their staffs whose salaries are payable from any 
county fund. 


ELECTIVE COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES 


A. COUNTY ASSESSOR 


The Assessor advises and instructs all township asses- 
sors in his county and reviews returns made by town- 
ship assessors. 


B. COUNTY AUDITOR 


The Auditor is the general bookkeeper of the county. He 
keeps accounts, issues warrants for payments of claims 
allowed by the County Commissioners, prepares the an- 
nual tax duplicate showing property values and taxes 
assessed against each taxpayer, signs welfare checks 
and keeps the copy of the county welfare rolls that is 
open to the public, and furnishes a list of tax delin- 
quents. 


C. CLERK, LAKE CIRCUIT AND SUPERIOR COURTS 
(COUNTY CLERK) 


The Clerk attends Circuit Court and Superior Court ses- 
sions; records matters pertaining to civil, criminal, and 
juvenile affairs; issues letters concerning estates; ap- 


points other members of the County Election Board; re- 
ceives filings of candidates for office; and issues mar- 
riage and other licenses. 
COUNTY CORONER 

The Coroner determines the manner of death in cases 
involving violence, casualty, or unexplained circum- 
stances and determines if an autopsy is necessary. He is 
also the only county official with the right to arrest the 
Sheriff. 


COUNTY RECORDER 
The Recorder's chief function is the preservation of 
public records such as deeds, mortgages, liens, leases, 
articles of incorporation, bankruptcy notices, and so on. 


COUNTY SHERIFF 
The Sheriff preserves the peace, is in charge of the 
county jail and its prisoners, serves warrants and sub- 
poenas, collects delinquent state income tax, sells fore- 
closed property, issues licenses for mass gatherings, and 
appoints the prison matron and her assistants. 


COUNTY SURVEYOR 
The Surveyor supervises all civil engineering work of the 
county and keeps a legal survey record showing maps of 
all county areas. , 


. COUNTY TREASURER 


The Treasurer collects and disburses county funds. He is 
in charge of collecting state and local general property 
taxes, delinquent taxes, inheritance taxes, and various 
other taxes. The Treasurer is required to send annually 
a statement of property tax owed by each taxpayer. 


TA 
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APPOINTIVE COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE AIDES AND 
DEPARTMENT HEADS 
Administrative Aide to the Commissioners 
Examiner and Deputies of the Lake County Office of the 
State Board of Accounts 
Executive Director of Data Processing 
Director of Civil Defense (maintains a county civil defense 
plan and directs local civil defense organizations) 
Supervisor of the Board of Elections 
Voters Registration Board Members (1 Democrat, 1 Re- 
publican) 
Executive Secretary of the Plan Commission 
Executive Secretary to the Planning and Building Depart- 
ments of the Board of Zoning Appeals (same person as the 
Executive Secretary of the Plan Commission) 
Deputy Administrator of the Building Department of the 
Plan Commission 
Superintendent and Assistant Superintendent of the High- 
way Department (supervise maintenance and repair of 
highways, bridges, and culverts, and fix load limits) 
Project Director, U.S. Employment Act Program 
Highway Engineer (supervises design, construction, plan- 
ning, traffic, and safety of roads and bridges) 
. Commissioner of the Department of Health 
Executive Director of the Department of Public Welfare 
(appoints staff subject to the approval of the County Wel- 
fare Board, sets their salaries, and initiates new programs) 
Medical Director, County Convalescent Home 
Business and Social Director, County Convalescent Home 
Services and Patient Care Director, County Convalescent 
Home 
Superintendent of the Home for the Aged (County Home) 
Superintendent of Juvenile Detention Home 
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Chief and Assistant Officers of Veteran’s Service 
County Veterinarian 
County Coordinator of Cooperative Extension Service 


. Superintendent of Department of Parks and Recreation 


Chief Inspector of Weights and Measures 
Building Manager of Lake County Government Center 
Custodian of Lake County Fairgrounds 


\V. COUNTY BOARDS, COMMISSIONS, AND DEPARTMENTS 
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A. TAX ADJUSTMENT BOARD 


us 


Membership: 

1 member of the County Council, mayor of the county’s 
largest city (or his choice of substitute), 1 school board 
member of county’s largest school corporation, County 
Auditor, County Assessor, and 4 other appointees 


Function: 

On the second Monday of each September, the County 
Auditor presents the board the budgets adopted by 
each governmental unit in the county. The board then 
examines, revises, or reduces budget appropriations 
and tax rates by October 1. 


B. BOARD OF TAX REVIEW 


As 


Membership: 

County Assessor, County Auditor, County Treasurer, 2 
members of opposite political parties 

Function: 

The board reviews and determines individual assess- 
ments when a taxpayer has a complaint, equalizes the 
valuation of various classes of property, and reviews 
the county’s assessment lists for errors. 


C. DATA PROCESSING BOARD 


1, 


Membership: 

County Treasurer, 1 County Commissioner, 
Auditor, County Assessor 

Function: 

The board coordinates the use of all automatic data 
processing equipment in use in county offices and con- 
tracts or authorizes contracts for data processing serv- 
ices. 


County 


D. PUBLIC RECORDS COMMISSION 


1. 


Membership: 

Judge of Circuit Court, President of Board of County 
Commissioners, County Auditor, County Clerk, Super- 
intendent of the school district in which the county seat 
is located, Clerk-Treasurer of the county seat, and the 
County Recorder. 

Function: 

The commission determines what records are no longer 
of official or historical value, where valuable or usable 
records should be filed, and how records of no further 
value should be disposed of. 


E. SHERIFF'S MERIT BOARD 


1. 


Membership: 

4 members appointed by the Sheriff (must be bi-parti- 
san) and a recording secretary 

Function: 

The board administers under a merit system certain 
personnel functions regarding appointments of a county 
police force and the setting up of pension and insur- 
ance plans for them. 


F. BOARD OF ELECTION COMMISSIONERS 


ule 


Membership: 

1 Democrat and 1 Republican, County Clerk; the staff 
of this board includes a First Chief Deputy Clerk, 
Supervisor of Election Canvassing Board, Chief Elec- 
tion Board Clerk and Assistant Clerk, and Supervisor of 
the Voting Machine Department 

Function: 

The board prepares and distributes ballots, appoints 
precinct election officials, and canvasses returns. 


G. BOARD OF VOTER REGISTRATION 


: IP 


Membership: 

1 Democrat and 1 Republican: staff of this board in- 
cludes 1 Democrat Chief Deputy and 1 Republican 
Chief Deputy 

Function: 

The board administers matters concerned with the 
registration of voters. 


H. PLAN COMMISSION 


: 


Membership: 

1 County Commissioner, 1 Chief Deputy to County Sur- 
veyor, Coordinator of Cooperative Extension Service, 6 
citizen members appointed by County Commissioners. 
Function: 

The County Plan Commission has jurisdiction within 
the unincorporated areas of the county. The commis- 
sion's duties are to survey all resources and make plans 
to conserve resources, to plan for community better- 
ment, to cooperate with other departments and govern- 
mental units in preparing a master plan for county de- 
velopment, to approve proposed subdivisions in unin- 


i 
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corporated areas, and to authorize preparation of 
county road maps. 


BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 
1. 


Membership: 

5 members appointed by the County Commissioners, 2 
of whom must also be members of the County Plan 
Commission. 

Function: 

The board hears and determines appeals connected 
with the county zoning ordinance and grants variances 
from it. 


DRAINAGE BOARD 


Membership: 

3 County Commissioners (or a board appointed by 
them), County Surveyor, County Auditor 

Function: 

The board is responsible for constructing and maintain- 
ing public drains. 


K. NORTHWEST INDIANA REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION 


LC. 


AND PLANNING COMMISSION 
43 


Membership: 

2 appointees of the mayors of the three largest cities, 2 
appointees of County Commissioners, County Surveyor 
Function: 

The commission is to develop a master transportation 
plan for the Northwest Indiana Region. 


DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WELFARE BOARD 
1. 


Membership: 
5 members appointed by the judge of the Circuit Court 


(no more than three of the same political party) 
Function: 

The Welfare Board provides assistance to dependent 
children in their own homes, old age assistance, serv- 
ices and assistance to the handicapped and crippled, 
care of children in danger of becoming delinquent, as- 
sistance to the permanently disabled, and many other 
services. 


M. PARRAMORE HOSPITAL BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


iP 


2. 


Membership: 

4 members 

Function: 

The board manages the functions of the hospital. 


N. BOARD OF HEALTH 


As 


Membership: 

7 members appointed by the County Commissioners (at 
least 2 must be physicians, 1 dentist, 1 veterinarian, 1 
school superintendent) 

Function: 

The board appoints a health officer and staff; enforces 
state health laws, investigation and elimination of con- 
tagious diseases; conducts sanitary inspections; and in- 
itiates local health programs. The health department 
has no jurisdiction in second class cities which have 
their own health departments: East Chicago, Gary, and 
Hammond. 


O. MEDICAL CENTER DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
1. 


Membership: 
5 members appointed by the County Commissioners 


Function: 

The committee is empowered to devise a comprehen- 
sive plan to develop a medical center within the county 
in conformance with any such state plan. 


P. MENTAL HEALTH CLINIC BOARD 


we 


z 


Membership: 

10 members appointed by the County Commissioners 
Function: 

The board administers mental health clinics in the 
county. 


Q. COOPERATIVE EXTENSION SERVICE 


7. 


Membership: 

1 coordinator, extension agent in landscaping, exten- 
sion agent in agriculture, extension agent in home eco- 
nomics, 4 member youth division, and a 15 member 
Board of Directors and Advisory Council 

Function: 

The extension service provides programs in agricultural 
production, soil counseling, community development, 
home economics, family living, recreation, 4-H Clubs, 
and so on. 


R. BOARD OF PARKS AND RECREATION 


ts 


2: 


Membership: 

7 member board; Superintendent of the Department 
Function: 

The board’s function is to administer and conduct a 
county recreation program. 


S$. ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE BOARD 
1. Membership: 
6 members 
2. Function: 
The board checks and approves licenses to sell alcoholic 
beverages at retail. 


JUDICIAL OFFICES OF LAKE COUNTY GOVERNMENT 


31st JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, LAKE CIRCUIT COURT 


The 31st Judicial Court has jurisdiction over Lake County. The 
Circuit Court Judge is elected for a six year term and must be 
either a member of the state bar or have previously acted as a 
judicial officer in the state. The Clerk of the Circuit Court (County 
Clerk) is elected at large and may not serve more than eight 
years in a period of twelve years. The Prosecutor is a practicing 
attorney who represents the state and prosecutes violations of 
state statutes in the various courts in his judicial circuit having 
criminal jurisdiction. The Lake County Prosecutor has a First 
Chief Deputy and four other deputies. 

The Circuit Court has civil and probate jurisdiction. 


SUPERIOR COURTS 


The Superior Courts handle civil, probate, criminal, and juve- 
nile cases. In Lake County, there are five Civil Division Courts, 


four Criminal Division Courts, and one Juvenile Division Court, 


each served by a judge. 


Since the 1973 restructuring of the Superior Court system, an 
incumbent judge may retain his seat for the remainder of his 
term but must submit in a general election at the conclusion of 
his term his desire to continue in office. Vacancies occurring in 
the new system are filled by appointment of the Governor from a 
list of nominees submitted to him by the seven member bi-parti- 
san Lake County Judicial Nominating Commission. This judge 
may serve a minimum of two years but then is subject to ballot- 
ing at six year intervals if he wishes to remain in office. The 
Clerk of the Lake Circuit Court also serves the Superior Courts. 


APPOINTED JUDICIAL OFFICES 


The legal department consists of the County Attorney and two 
assistants. 

The Chief Bailiff of the Lake Circuit Court is appointed. 

To aid the elected and appointed judges of the Superior Courts, 
there are four Probate Court Commissioners, the Probable Cause 
Commissioner of the Criminal Division of Superior Court, nine 
Public Defenders, a Courts’ Administrative officer, a Chief Pro- 
bation Officer, the chief Criminal Court Bailiff, and a Court Coor- 
dinator. 
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SOURCES OF REVENUE FOR COUNTY GOVERNMENT 


County revenue receipts are basically the function of various 
county offices with which the taxpayer is familiar. A sampling of 
the sources of county revenue follows: general property taxes, 
excise tax, intangibles, inheritance tax, alcoholic beverage tax; 
investments; fees of various offices such as Clerk’s, Auditor’s, 
Treasurer’s, Recorder's, Sheriff's, Surveyor’s, and Prosecutor’s; 
general revenue sharing. This listing is by no means complete; a 
complete list can be obtained through the County Auditor’s office. 
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MEETING SCHEDULE FOR COUNTY BOARDS 


BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
every Monday at 10:00 a.m. 
Commissioner’s Court 
3rd floor, Administration Building 


LAKE COUNTY COUNCIL 
2nd Monday of each month at 1:30 p.m. 
Council Chambers 
3rd floor, Administration Building 


COUNTY PLAN COMMISSION 
2nd Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m. 
Commissioner's Court 
3rd floor, Administration Building 


BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 
3rd Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m. 
All-purpose Room 
3rd floor, Administration Building 


BOARD OF PARKS AND RECREATION 
2nd Thursday of each month at 8:00 p.m. 
3rd floor, Administration Building 


Lake County has eleven townships, seven cities, and eleven 


towns. 

TOWNSHIPS CITIES TOWNS 
North Gary Merriliville 
Calumet Hammond Highland 
Hobart East Chicago Munster 
Ross Hobart Griffith 

St. John Whiting Dyer 
Hanover Crown Point Schererville 
Center East Gary St. John 
Winfield Cedar Lake 
Eagle Creek Lowell 
Cedar Creek New Chicago 
West Creek Schneider 


Townships in Lake County generally function as civil corporations 
for the administration of poor relief, assessment of taxable prop- 
erty, and related functions. Most township governments consist 
of a Trustee, Assessor, Justice of the Peace, Constable, and an 
Advisory Board. 


LOCAL GOVERNMENTS IN LAKE COUNTY 


Cities in Lake County vary greatly in size. There are three second 
class cities, cities of population 35,000 to 250,000: Gary, Ham- 
mond, and East Chicago. Hobart is a third class city, population 
20,000 to 35,000. Crown Point is a fourth class city, population 
10,000 to 20,000 while Whiting Is a fourth class city by legisla- 
tion. The county’s fifth class city, population 1500 to 10,000 is 
East Gary. Cities are responsible for street maintenance, police 
and fire protection, traffic regulation, recreational and public 
health programs, and sewage and sanitation. Most cities in Lake 
County have the following four year offices: Mayor, City Judge, 
Clerk-Treasurer, District Councilmen and Councilmen-at-Large. 


Towns are civil units with population less than 1500. Towns with 
population more than 1500 may become cities upon petition of 
one-third of the town’s registered voters asking the Board of 
Trustees to adopt a resolution submitting to the voters the ques- 
tion of whether their town should become a city. Towns are re- 
sponsible for street maintenance, police and fire protection, and 
other related functions. Town governments in Lake County usu- 
ally consist of a Board of Trustees and a Clerk-Treasurer, with 
elections held every four years. 


STATE GOVERNMENT AND OFFICES IN LAKE COUNTY 


Lake County has one representative in the State Senate from 
each of seven senate districts. Twelve representatives serve in 
the State House of Representatives, two from each of six two- 
member representative districts. 


Several state offices are located in Lake County, including the 
following: State Police, State Highway Department, Gross Income 
Tax Division, Toll Road Commission, the Beatty Memorial Hos- 
pital, six Employment Security Division offices, and three Voca- 
tional Rehabilitation Services offices. 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND 
OFFICES IN LAKE COUNTY 


Lake County includes the First and Second United States Con- 
gressional Districts, giving the County a total of two members of 
the United States House of Representatives as well as the two 
United States Senators elected statewide. 

A court of the United States Northern District of Indiana is lo- 
cated in Hammond. It is presided over by a District Judge and 
served by a clerk. 


The following offices of the United States Government are lo- 
cated in Lake County: an office of the Federal Bureau of Investi- 
gation, one of the Drug Enforcement Division of the Justice De- 
partment, two offices of the Audit Division of the Internal Reve- 
nue Service, and four offices of the Social Security Administra- 
tion. 


SCHOOLS 


There are seventeen separate school districts in Lake County, 
each with its own superintendent and school board. In size, the 
districts range from the largest ones, Gary and Hammond, to the 
smallest, Hobart Township, East Gary, and Whiting. Five career 
education institutions, including a branch of | V Tech, as well as 
special facilities for the child needing special education can also 
be found. In addition, there are three colleges: Indiana University 
Northwest, Purdue University Calumet Campus, and Calumet 
College. 


LIBRARIES 


There are nearly fifty public libraries in Lake County, including 
branch libraries. The Lake County Public Library System has 
thirteen libraries in addition to its main library, the Lake County 
Reference Library on U.S. 30 in Merrillville. Gary has seven 
branches in addition to its main library; East Chicago and Ham- 
mond each have eleven branches. In addition, there are libraries 
in Crown Point, Lowell, and Whiting. You may check out mate- 
rials from the Reference Library if you have a card from any of 
these city libraries or from any of the community libraries in the 
Lake County Public Library System: Black Oak, Cedar Lake, 
Dyer, East Gary, 41st Avenue, Griffith, Highland, Hobart, Mer- 
rillville, Munster, New Chicago, Schererville, and St. John. 


Lake County Reference Library 
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HEALTH 


The County Department of Health provides a variety of services 
throughout the county, excluding Hammond, Gary, and East 
Chicago which have their own health departments. The following 
services are provided within nine divisions of the County Health 
Department: vital statistics records; visiting nurse program for 
premature babies, battered children, mental health and terminal 
cancer patients; septic tank consultation and approval; monitoring 
of migrant workers; receiving of complaints about rodents, in- 
sects, and garbage; water and air pollution surveillance; trailer 
park inspection; sanitary inspection of food establishments; vene- 
real disease consultation; public health education; well-testing; 
monitoring of sewage treatment plants; and a free immunization 
clinic. 


WELFARE 


The Lake County Department of Public Welfare aids the sick, 
blind, disabled, crippled, needy aged, deserted mothers and 
children, and neglected and delinquent children. In addition, it 
administers programs for social services, foster homes, adoptions, 
institutional care for children, food stamps, medica! program for 
hospital commitment of the indigent, crippled children, home- 
maker service, and protective services for battered children. It 
administers the categorical aid programs of the Social Security 
Act, a department of Manpower Services, and the Comprehensive 
Employment and Training Act (CETA). 


COOPERATIVE EXTENSION SERVICE 


The Lake County Cooperative Extension Service is located in 
the Lake County Government Center. Through the various exten- 
sion agents, people may obtain advice and help concerning farm 
management, livestock and crop production, marketing of farm 
Products; soil testing; lawn care; weed, insect, and disease con- 
trol; landscaping; floriculture; foods and nutrition; housing and 
furnishings; clothing; and consumer management. In addition, 
the service publishes newsletters, and coordinates Extension 
Homemakers Clubs and auxiliary organizations. The Cooperative 
Extension Service also serves as the county headquarters for 4-H 
Clubs and has four agents in 4-H work. 


LAKE COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 


The Department of Parks and Recreation presently operates 
two large county parks and has plans for four more. Lemon Lake 
Park, located east of Cedar Lake, is comprised of 250 acres. 70% 
is intentionally undeveloped. Touchstone Trail is a natural area 
designed to be utilized by the blind and the physically handi- 
capped but open to everyone. Developed areas include a chil- 
dren's creative play area, lighted tennis courts with ice skating in 
winter, warming and picnic shelters, softball field, basketball 
courts, baby carriage pathways, a stocked lake for fishing, and a 
concession stand with paddle boats, canoes, and row boats. 


Stoney Run Park is a 300 acre natural area for hiking, biking, 
horseback riding, fishing, picnicking, and daytime ice skating. 
Stoney Run is also the home of a tree nursery for all parks in the 
county. It is located off Route 8 southeast of Crown Point. 

Future plans for parks include the John Woods Mill Park on 
the first industrial site in Lake County. The restored old chapel 
will become a nature center and lecture hall as well as a chapel 
for marriages in the park. Target completion date is July, 1976. 
Another park in the planning stages is Deep River Park which 
will feature horseback riding, hiking, canoe livery, and natural 
areas. Presently under acquisition is the Little Calumet Regional 
Park which will be an urban regional park featuring wet-land 
management, hiking, picnicking, nature study, canoeing, softball, 
swimming, skating, skiing, and tobogganing. A fourth proposed 
park site on Lake Michigan is pending on the availability of land. 

In addition to providing a wide range of park services, the De- 
partment of Parks and Recreation also sponsors year round rec- 
reational activities such as skiing, sled runs, tennis tournaments, 
skating, swimming, and a Day Camp program. These activities 
are carried out by the department's Recreational Director. 
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VOTER INFORMATION 


YOU MUST REGISTER BEFORE YOU CAN VOTE 


Voter Registration 


You must be a U.S. citizen. 


You must be 18 years old by time of general election. You may 
register and vote in the May primary if you will be 18 by the 
November election. You must already be 18 to vote for School 
Board in May. 


You must have lived in your township 60 days, in your precinct 
30 days. 


You may register from December 1 up to and inciuding the 29th 
day before a primary, and from May 15 up to and including the 
29th day before a general election. This includes original regis- 
tration, re-registration, transfer, and change of name. 


You may register at the Voter Registration Office at the Lake 
County Government Center, 2293 N. Main, Crown Point. The 
hours are 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday. In ad- 
dition sub-stations are set up by the Voters Registration Board 
throughout the county, often in the municipal buildings. All pre- 
cinct committeemen are Deputy Registration Officers and are 
certified to register voters in the county. You do not need to de- 
clare a party affiliation when you register. 


You must re-register if you have not voted in any primary, city, 
special or general election in the 24 month period preceding the 
most recent election. Purge notices are sent to those voters con- 
sidered ineligible to vote. Such notices must be returned as re- 
quested or the voter's registration will be cancelled. You must 
re-register if you have moved to another county. You must 
change your registration if you move within the county or if you 
change your name. 


You can register absentee by executing before a notary an affi- 
davit on an absentee registration form if you expect to be absent 
from your county during registration periods or if you are con- 
fined because of illness, injury, or quarantine. A physician's or 
Christian Science practitioner's certificate is needed. 


VOTING 


Primary elections are the first Tuesday after the first Monday in 
May. In an Indiana primary election, each voter must declare his 
party choice when he goes to the polis. He can vote only for 
candidates on his party's ballot. This is called a closed primary 
because it is closed to members of the other party. If you wish to 
change party affiliation you may do so, but you are subject to 
challenge. If challenged you must make affidavit that in the next 
general election you intend to vote for a majority of the candi- 
dates of the party whose ballot you have requested. If school 
board members are being elected at a primary election, you may 
vote for school board only and need not declare your party affilia- 
tion. 


General elections are the first Tuesday after the first Monday in 
November. Polls are open from 6:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 


Vote at your precinct polling place. Locations usually are an- 
nounced in the newspaper. Information about polling places may 
be secured from your County Clerk's office, political party nead- 
quarters, or the League of Women Voters. 


The following registered voters may vote by absentee ballot: any- 
one expecting to be absent from his county on election day, any- 
one confined because of illness on election day, any election offi- 
cial assigned to a precinct other than his own voting precinct. 
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You may apply for an absentee ballot at the County Clerk's office 
or a voter registration sub-station from 90 days before through 
the Saturday before the election. Application for ballot also con- 
stitutes registration for members of the armed services. 


You may vote by absentee ballot in person at your County Clerk's 
office or sub-station, from 30 days before through the Saturday 
before the election; at place of confinement in your county of 
voting residence, before an absentee voters board, on the Satur- 
day or the Monday before the election; or by mail. If mailed, 
ballots must be received by the County Clerk’s office no later 
than election day to be counted. 


Constitutional amendments, proposed and agreed to by a majority 
of the members of two state legislatures, appear on the ballot at 
the next general election. They must be voted for by a majority of 
the electors to become effective. 


School board members may be elected at primary or general 
elections. Candidates are listed without party designation. 


All precincts in Lake County are equipped with voting machines. 
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